
 

Pastorõs Message 
 

The Word  became  flesh  and made his dwelling among us. 

We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who 

came from the  Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14  

Words of Peace 
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Breathe Underwater! Itôs Exhilarating 

   Thatôs what the sign at poolside read, hoping to 

entice hotel guests into scuba classes. But for 

those who believe that if man was meant to 

breathe underwater he would have been born with 

gills, the brainôs alarm needle swings way past 

exhilarating all the way to terrifying. To those 

people, the very idea of breathing underwater 

sounds too much like drowning, even though it 

can be quite safe and even fun. Just goes to show 

you how two people can look at the same thing 

and walk away with two very different 

impressions of what they saw. 

     Sometimes the truth is blurred through a 

paradigm of culture. Presbyterian pastor Tim 

Keller in his book, The Reason For God, explains. 

ñIf you go to the Middle East and ask people what 

makes Christianity implausible, theyôre not going 

to say, óBecause there canôt be one true religion.ô 

Theyôre going to say, ñBecause of how oppressive 

America has been as a Christian nation, and if you 

look at their culture, itôs lascivious and 

debauched.ô If you ask Americans, óWhat makes 

Christianity implausible to you?ô theyôre not going 

to say, óYour popular culture is filled with sex and 

violence.ô They will say, óHow could there be one 

true religion?ôò What we know and have 

experienced can shape what we see.   

    Other things, like optical illusions, are designed 

to mess with your head. To confuse how your eyes 

connect with your brain. To confuse you into 

thinking that seeing shouldnôt always be believing. 

In the picture in the next column, for example, can 

you see the four perfectly formed circles? Look 

again. Try looking from an angle. Sometimes the 

farther away you are from them the easier they are 

to see, but they are there.      

    

 
 

    Or this photo of a rare flying humpback whale I 

shot. A sort of natural illusion. 

    

 

   If nobody told you otherwise, or that it wasnôt 

possible, you just might believe it. 

   Jesus, who he was and the salvation he had 

come to accomplish for us, even though that path 



 

would lead to a cross, was no illusion. God had 

come down from heaven to live among his people 

and what did he get? ñThis man receives sinners.ò 

ñHe saved others, let him save himself.ò 

   His detractorsô comments, and there were 

plenty, were at best attempts to correct him, at 

worst cleverly designed to cause him harm or get 

rid of him altogether.   

   From the very beginning itôs been the same. 

Adam and Eve had no thoughts of being like God 

until Satan planted that thought in the Garden of 

Eden. He introduced the illusion that in spite of 

already having everything they could possibly 

need, in spite of walking and talking with God in 

person, there was one more thing they could learn 

to want. And their lives began a downhill slide 

from that point on, a slippery slope we still 

struggle with today.  

   Like an accomplished magician, their attention 

was redirected from all the blessings they had to 

what would turn out to be anything but a blessing, 

and while they were looking the other wayðwhile 

they were tasting the forbidden fruitðtheir 

beautiful garden home was yanked out from 

underneath them. Except what Satan meant for 

evil, God used to proclaim salvation to his world 

for the very first time. 

   In Genesis 3:14-15, he says to the serpent, 

Because you have done this, cursed are you above 

all livestock and above all beasts of the field. You 

will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all 

the days of your life. I will put enmity between you 

and the woman, and between your offspring and 

hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike 

his heel.   

   When Jesus walked the earth, some people saw a 

King, a Redeemer, and the Messiah while others, 

their attention turned from the Scriptures and its 

fulfillment standing among them, saw only a 

dangerous rebel, a troublemaker and a fraud who 

claimed to be the Son of God, and they hounded, 

hunted and persecuted him for it. But Jesus our 

savior was no illusion. 

   During our Lenten midweek worship this year, 

weôll be looking some of the ways people saw 

Jesus as a meddler, a sinner and a troublemaker 

and yet by their very own testimony actually 

revealed him to be our Friend, our Lord, our 

Liberator, and our King. Unwitting witnesses to 

Godôs love made flesh in Jesus Christ. 

   Be sure to join us on this yearôs journey 

beginning Ash Wednesday, February 17, at 7:00 

p.m. Beginning February 24
th
, we will start with a 

fantabulous Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. followed by 

worship at 7:00 p.m. Our woodmeisters are 

already hard at work on a very special Lenten 

cross puzzle themed around our verses from 

Genesis. Each Wednesday night every family will 

receive one piece of the puzzle, which can be 

assembled into a keepsake reminder of our Lordôs 

suffering and his ultimate victory for us at 

Calvary. I know you wonôt miss this great 

opportunity to invite a friend or neighbor to hear 

Godôs Good News as well. To breathe in the 

sweet, sweet Gospel. Now thatôs exhilarating! 

 
 

 

 

 

 ELDERôS CORNER 
All You Need is Love? 

 
This is a title of a very popular Beatles song as 

many of you probably know.  The Lyrics repeat 

the words love, love, love several times.  There are 

hundreds of songs that revolve around love.  From 

ñThe Power of Loveò to the opposite end of the 

spectrum ñLove stinksò.  No doubt love is an 

important element in our earthly existence and 

from a worldôs perspective the concept of love can 

get confusing. 

 

Certainly in the context of our Christian lives we 

know that love is foundational.  Jesus says that we 

are to love one another as I have loved you.  I 

wonder what this looks like in our local church?  

Does it mean we are friendly, enjoy good food 

together, or gather around coffee after service?  

Certainly these are good things!  However to be 

honest ï a Buddhist temple will have folks that are 

just as friendly, they will have good food, and they 

will fellowship in the same manner as we do. 

 

What then can set us apart as Christians?  As Jesus 

says we are to love one another as Jesus has loved 

us.  Jesus laid down his life for us; it is only by 

grace that we have been saved.  As we look 

around our congregation ï the same grace has 

been shown to each individual and that individual 



 

Wednesday Night Bible Class 

  

Wednesday Night Bible Class Study 

will be taking a break during the 

Lent and Easter season.  We will not 

meet from Wed., Feb. 17 until Wed., 

April 7.  If you have any questions 

about the class please call Karen 

Johnson.  383-8010 

 

 

 
is our brother and sister in Christ.  This kind of 

love will be unconditional and will rise up and 

overpower self-interest.  A Christianôs love is 

rooted in the love that God has shown us. 

 

Human love or love not rooted in Christ will be 

love that can only go so far.  However, love that is 

rooted in Christ will overcome unkind words, 

disagreements, and disappointments that we as 

humans will do to each other. 

 

Question ï How can we at Peace be more loving 

to one another and to the community at large?  

Something to think about.  I think it is safe to 

guess that such love will be a reflection of our 

love for Jesus.  If church just becomes mechanical, 

we know the routine, we get bored, then our love 

for each other and our community will reflect this. 

 

There is a song ñAmazing Loveò.  It goes like 

thisé. 

 

Amazing love oh what sacrifice, 

The Son of God givôn for me, 

My debt He pays and my death He dies, 

That I might live, that I might live. 

 

A church that is excited about what Jesus did as 

expressed in modern praise music or the 

traditional hymns will be a church that people will 

want to be around.  May we never outgrow the 

wonder and amazement of Christôs love for us. 

 

Blessings ï Your Church Elders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From our Congregational President 
 

Dear Friends and Members of Peace, 
  

In our Peace Constitution it states that, 
" The purpose of this congregation shall 
be to serve its members and to spread 
the kingdom of God by the preaching of 
the Word of God, by the administration of 
the Sacraments, and by the religious 
instruction of youth and adults 
according to the confessional standard of 
Lutheran Church (Article III), and to 
foster Christian fellowship and charity."  
  

At our next Voters' Meeting on February 2 
we will decide how we will, with the help 
and blessings of God, continue to 
accomplish this purpose.   At present our 
finances don't look good like many other 
organizations.  At the same time in order to 
spread the kingdom of God, which is our 
purpose, it seems that we would need to 
continue the programs we have in place.   
What do you think we should do?  Please 
attend our   Voters' Meeting, February 2 
at 7 p.m and share your ideas.   And please 
pray that what we do will be pleasing to 
God. 
 
Blessings and Love,      
Dick Mahlke ,  President 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

Parking Lot News  
. 

Missing Wise Man 
It has been reported that a Wise Man 

from the Christmas Exhibit has 

wandered off  -- perhaps with the other 

Three Wise Men?  Anda has been 

looking for him to return to his home in 

the East .  

 

If  you have found him, please give 

Anda a call. 

 

 

 

 

The Proverbs CoffeeHouse Team.   

 



 

Anniversaries February 

 

Ralph & Leslie Hochhalter  2/9 

Ron & Karen Stimpson  2/14 

Duane & Caroline Wentlandt     2/18 

Mike & Bethany Naumann  2/21 

Lyle & Pat Lehman   2/24 

 

Birthdays February 

 
Frank Fowler    2/6 

Matthew Griffith   2/6 

Joyce Peters    2/7 

Melissa Pettit    2/8 
Sheryl OôNeil    2/9 

Eric Taylor    2/11 

Cindy Klittich    2/15 

Ralph Alamillo   2/15 

Jay Stimpson    2/21 

Brandon Hochhalter   2/21 

Daniel Klittich       2/23 

Anthony Tiongson   2/24 

Daniel Gingerich   2/24 

Barbara Leukuma Houser  2/25 

Diana Wanke    2/25 

Samantha Miller   2/27 

 

     

   

 

 

A Note of Thanks 
 

To our Family at Peace, 
  

Thank you so very much for your kind and 

thoughtful remembrances of us this past 

Holiday Season.  Both the ministry staff and 

the members at Peace have graced us 

with  many cards, calls, prayers, visits, and 

gifts of love, all of which are so very much 

appreciated.  It is our prayer that God will 

grace us with the health and strength to join 

you in Worship, Bible Study, and 

Fellowship more often in 2010! 
  

We ask God's richest blessings on all of you 

and on the ministries of Peace Lutheran! 
   

In His Service Together, 

  

Rev. Matt  and Maryanne Sullivan  
  

'Commit your way unto the Lord, trusting in 

Him, and He will act!' Ps37:5 
 

 

 

Parking Lot News  
As of this past Friday, GPM, our paving and concrete contractor has completed virtually all of 
their work on the parking lot.  Volunteers continue working on the parking lot lighting.  Light 
poles will soon be set in place and wiring will be pulled through the underground conduits.  The 
landscape contractor, C&R Landscape, will begin work on February 1 st.  Theyõll start by 
installing the new irrigation system which  will be followed by planting of shrubs, trees, ground 
cover and hydro -mulching grass areas.  A total of $42,150 has been collected for the Adopt -
a-Tree fundraiser which is nearly sufficient to cover the entire cost of the landscape 
improvements.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Preschool News 

February, 2010 
  

  "Love comes from God."  John 4:7. This is mostly certainly true and 

   it is the preschool Bible verse of the month for February. In keeping  

  with the theme of love, our song of the month is Jesus Loves Me. The  

  children will be hearing stories about the prodigal son, ten men with 

   leprosy, Jesus feeding the 5,000 and Mary and Martha during their  

  religion times. They will also be practicing songs in anticipation of 

  Preschool Sunday singing at the contemporary service on March 21
st
 

. 

              On February 4th and 5th, we will have "pink and white" days as our  

   color of the month. Valentine's Day will be observed with class parties  

 on the 11th and 12th. Children will wear Valentine crowns while   

 exchanging Valentine cards and having special treats to celebrate the  

 love we get from God! 

 

Our theme for this month is community helpers with an  

emphasis on the medical/dental professions. If you work 

 in one of these fields and would like to come and talk about  

your job with the children, please contact Mrs. Thompson. 

 

Enrollment for the 2010/2011 school year will be open to church 

members and their families beginning this month. Preschool families 

currently enrolled will begin registration on March 1st and 2nd and 

registration will be open to the public beginning March 8th. If you 

would  like to enroll your child or grandchild, see Mrs. Thompson in 

the  Preschool office between 9 am and 12 pm or call the Preschool 

office at  987-1613. Enroll early as class sizes are limited and we would 

like to give our members first choice. 

 

The preschool will be closed in observance of President's Day  

on February 15th and for parent/teacher conferences on  

February 25th and 26th. 

 

   Our pancake breakfast was a great success and we would again like to 

thank our church volunteers, Pat Lehman, Nancy Fitch, Carol and Ray Linaweaver, and Bob 

Holmquist for their help. We couldn't do it without you! Thanks also to Jake Parsons for 

providing the ham. Yum! 

 

Sharon Thompson 

Preschool Director 

 

 
The trip scheduled for Seniors to the Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove has been cancelled.  The 

Crystal Cathedral announced last Friday their annual ñ Glory of Easterò event will not be staged this 

year.   

 



 

Social Concerns 
 

 
 

Peace Pantry 

The designated item for February is individually packaged apple sauce cups.  Please remember 

to pick up some next time youôre out grocery shopping and put in the ñPeace Pantryò outside the 

Narthex.  Thank you all so much for your continued support in feeding the needy! 

 

Meals and Food Pantry ï Tina Gingrich and Melissa Hamilton  

We currently keep four full bags of groceries in the Church Office for those in need.  We use 

some of the donated food from the Peace Pantry to fill these bags.  If you are able to assist in 

keeping these bags available, weôre asking for non-perishable food items that are ñready to eat,ò 

requiring no can opener or preparation/heating.  The remaining food donations are delivered 

weekly to the Food Pantry at St. Columbaôs Church for distribution locally.  If you would like to 

donate food, please consider items that store well such as cereal, rice, peanut butter, pasta, 

canned meats, soups, canned vegetables and fruit.  Please be sure that all items are within their 

freshness date, as the Food Pantry cannot distribute food beyond its date of expiration.   

 

We also continue to collect toiletries in all sizes to deliver to St. Columbaôs Church for 

distribution.  Helpful donations in this category include unopened packages of toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, shampoo, soap, deodorant, Kleenex, toilet tissue and other like items. 

 

We also provide meals to those who otherwise cannot prepare meals for themselves.  If you 

would like to have a meal or meals provided, please contact Tina Gingrich at 987-9170.  If you 

would like to volunteer to provide a meal for our Peace Family members in need, please contact 

Tina.  We appreciate your continued support in this area. 

 

Christian Service ï Peace Family 

We strongly encourage our members to let us know if you or another member of Peace needs 

assistance.  We are always on the lookout for opportunities to serve and reach out in Christian 

love.  We do as much of the work as we can, but if you can help out in any area, such as 

providing a ride, preparing or delivering a meal, etc., please let us know the talent youôd like to 

share.  Weôd love to hear from you! 

 

Rides ïMelissa Hamilton or Cheryl Snow 

If you would like a ride to church on Sunday, or for evening services (Advent or Lenten), or for 

the evening Voter's Assembly meetings, please contact either Cheryl Snow (484-1358) or 

Melissa Hamilton (484-8897) and they will try to arrange a ride for you.  If you can help in this 

area, please contact Social Ministries. 

 

Helping Hands/Financial Support - Pastor Rob 

If a member of our congregation has a financial need, we want to be able to give them the 

assistance they need.  The "Helping Hands of Peace" offering envelopes can be found in the 

church pews or in the Narthex. If you have a need or know of someone, please contact Pastor 

Rob. 

 

"If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the Lord 

your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother.  Rather 

be openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs."         Deuteronomy 15:7-8 

 



 

From the Trustees 

Lohn and Paul Schneider, Steve Herman and 
Dave Miller assist Mike McCracken in pouring 
one of the six-foot deep concrete supports for 
the parking lot lighting. 

 

 

 

 

 

Well, here it is another year gone by and the start of a new year.  With that in mind I would like to take 

this opportunity to wish EVERYONE a VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR.  May this year bring you closer 

to a fulfilling relationship with the Lord. 
 

Reflecting upon the past year the Trustees certainly had a busy one with all the upkeep, renewal, 

replacement, planning and work parties for our beloved church.  This year will see new lights in the 

new parking lot, (soon hopefully), tile in the overflow room and a myraid of things large and small, 

some very noticeable and some very small, yet not wholly insignificant and some not even planned for 

or anticipated. - all done by volunteers, some seen and some not seen. (some volunteers are a bit on the 

shy side!) 
 

To all those volunteers who made time to help out on our many work parties, Iôd like to thank them all 

for a job well done and in  U.S. Navy vernicular Bravo Zulu!  All 16 of the concrete supports for the 

parking lot lighting have been poured.  Wires will soon be pulled and light poles set in place.   
 

There will be many more opportunities to 

volunteer this coming year, and  I encourage 

anyone who hasnôt volunteered to help the 

Trusteeôs on a project, large or small, please 

feel free to do so.  It is a great deal of fun and 

rewarding work. 
 

To all the Trusteeôs Iôd like to thank them 

also. I havenôt seen a finer - more dedicated 

group of people.  Thank you for all the fine 

work. 

In closing, May Godôs Blessings be with you. 
 

Sincerely, 

David J. Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keith Hedrick and Mike McCracken 
channel water from our Peace 
Pond following heavy rains  last 
week. 

Bob Holmquist and Keith Hedrick 
keep an eye on Ken Anderson and 
Mike McCracken  as they lower a 
rebar cage into an excavation 
recently.   



 

        

 

PEACE YOUTH 
Deacon Mike Schultze, Youth Director 

 
 

Winterblast went very well with all 4 participating 
churches (from San Diego to Santa Barbara) and 27 
people - including 13 snow seekers from Peace. No 
injuries to report and many youth experienced a 
palpable bond with one another and (most hopefully) 
with the Lord. Our theme was ´Forgivenessµ from 
Isaiah 1:18 - ´Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow.µ 
 
Highlights include a heartfelt student led worship time  
on Sunday and Stephen Schmidt³s devotion 
presentation at my behest. He did great as did all the 
youth (and fellow leaders). 

 
 

Fundraising efforts for the NYG continued with a 
HisKids Family Movie Night & BBQ last month with 
Pixar³s ´Up.µ  This month, we will be inviting the whole 

Peace family out to Presto Pasta on  ´Fat Tuesdayµ 

(2/16) for a fundraising day (20%) - all day (be sure to 
bring a flyer). In March, the youth are looking forward 
to the first of several pre-NYG rallies - this one to be 
district-wide and held at Concordia University, Irvine. 
 

 
 
 
In February (2/6), the youth will be attending the 
annual LoveFest seminar where nationally acclaimed 
speakers will address the important topic of sexual 
purity and abstinence. The cost for this day event is 
only $20, which includes two meals. Mike will be one 
of the presenters in a workshop on ´Bullyingµ this 
year. 

 
 
 
An All-Church Superbowl Tailgate Party is planned for Super Bowl Sunday, 2/7, starting 
at 2pm. People are invited to bring their motor homes, BBQs and potluck items to eat 
and and enjoy the festivities before kick-off. 

 

 

 




