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The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We he
seen his glory, the glory of the One and Onlyho camefrom the
Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14

Pastor os

same moment. Only fourtegmarsold at the

Truly an AAct oft ¢ d he is still haunt
Canadian fil mmaker JenMi 9ot BYASehHS I ®8Sidgw hav
documentaryAn Act of Gody ecent |y mddetin@gs survivor comment
American debut in Seattle. The film is about the ©f looking atthe wod . ©
aftermath of people who have either been struck  The storm images Baichwal has captured on film

by lightning or had a very close call. Interesting a d d a Afsense of pOWwE
idea, isnot it. comprehension, 0 said one
Described in reviews aWwe méyfnotibegHit wienniteral dgbtningim cur

Asurprisinglly 0 phhlads o p filives, e @dd toyitinues to amaze us as he flashes
examines is how a near death experience can into our world with signs and walers that point
change a personb6s | if e. usfmhepowetofhisiloveo r describes
lethal strike that turned people around him to coal.
Others talk about near death phenomena such as
blinding white lights.

Just a couple of weeks ago in Pakistan, a
Christian janitor gave his life to save others,
Muslims in this case, during a suicide attack at

In one sequencapovelistfilmmaker Paul Auster International Islamic University in Islamabad.
recalls a deadly summer camp experience that Two suicide bombingsat the university killed six
started out as a lark but turned ominous when the people, but the number would have been much
skies opened up and campers and counselors got higher without the actions of Pervaiz Masih. When
lost in the woods. one of the attackers entered the cafeteria, Masih
intercepted him so that much of the blast impact
was directed toward the parkingt rather than the
students and faculty gathered inside.

AnAs a Christian, a pers
i n front of the Tali ban
said Pakistandés Minister

Would we do the same? Rush a suicide bomber
to save others? Take a lightning strike of death for
a stranger if you had a choice?

Austero6s fri enwrefenceuaoched G ddsr poddd news, the Ch
was eletrocuted when lightning struck at that  Jesus did, even though he had to step down from




heaven and become or&f us to do it. Pretty
awesome thought. Especially when we tend to tr
about personal sacrifice in modern terms, news bl
but that is exactly what happened. He made
ultimate sacrifice on the cross for us. To save us fi
our sins. And he did it ishout even knowing,
according to his human nature, whether or not
would ever accept him or believe in him.

What a story. A story that could offer help ai
hope to so many peopl e
who need or long to hear it again, andw d o ¢

for you in Christ can fill. Christmas and East
becausewell, you just cannot ignore them. They a
everywhere you look.

Gododés Word and his si
powerful witness of what true, untarnishe
unconditional love is all about. And it all began
that manger in Bethlehem. A manger overshado\
by a cross

Hear the story again.
Sundays and Christmas Eve, but why not join us
Advent Wednesday evening soup suppers at ¢

Godds good news can s p.m. followed by special worship services at 7:
might least expect it with the power to save, 1 p. m. as wel | ? Ad skrio@isky, rfor
destroy lives. Save someone from an otherw heaved s & laikge friend. Who knows where &
certain death. 6act of Godo6é might str
There are times that tend to lend themselves
opening a per s omdsspehmone
than others. Times of loss, Christmas and Eas
Times of loss because the hurt tends to lay bare tl g&% /&
empty places inside that only God and |
El der 6 s C maybe even personal hel
not usually around to get the call or they travel a
_ lot. These folks like to be the last call so the chain
So what is a Prayer goesné6t get broken.
Chain? Is that some sort

of Lutheran  Rosary?
Wh o6 s on t he
chain? How many are
there anyway’Wh at 6 s
E-mail Prayer Chain? Can

| be part of a chain?

These are
guestions
around Peace since we

just a few

began talking about the OneCallNow-Mail
Prayer Chain.

In days of old (like two months ago) if someone
needed prayer, or knewf someone who needed
prayer, they would call Gloria McLeod or Marsha
in the office (who would then call Gloria) with the
request and some details. Then Gloria would call
three people, and those three people would call
three people, and those threevell you get the
idea. That prayer chain still works! It has a
personal touch that many of us like, and it gives us

weobve

many last calls. We try to keep thenmoer of
calls any one person needs to make down to two
or tPele, 30/yBU can see how this limits the number

of last calls.
t he

Sometimes the prayer chain call mobilizes the
Social Concerns Committee to arrange for some
meals or rides, or a call or visit to sedat help

might be needed.
hear d

The Prayer Chain is a great tradition at Peace.
Many of us have been the beneficiaries of the
power of a group of our brothers and sisters
praying for our recovery from illness or sadness,
or strength to get through a crisa, for Jesus to

stay close to our caretakers and medical teams.

ltds a | ittl di fficuldt
Gl oria did a great job
turned the helm over to Nancy Johnson now.
you have a prayer request or woukklibe on this
chain give Nancy a call at 48447, or email her
at ragdoll222@verizon.com She will get you in
the chain andet you know who you call to keep

e

If

a chance to touch bases with a number of Peace the chain going.

members.
Some of our members want to be on the chain so
they are aware of who needs prayer laeid

Some of us are surprised when lgarn that one
of our Peace family is ill or injured and we

Tr c
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mailto:ragdoll222@verizon.com

w e r eawadbet of it. It wadecoming a problem.
We recently initiated the OneCallNow system to
notify members in different groups by phone er e
mail of events that they have an interest in. We

can set up to 99 subgroups like the committees,

Pastordos staff, youtih
whatever. We decided to make afvR&il Prayer
Chain group. ltdés not
a Prayer Bomb. Anybody can be on it. When
Nancy getghe first call for the Phone Chain, she
follows it up with a OneCallNow -enail and i
prestoi the whole group can explode in prayer.

Some of our students
taken jobs away from home are on the OneCall
chain so they can keep in touch. If a member of
your family is in the military, check with them to
see if they would like to be on this
chain.

| keep a folder for these-raails.
|l tds pretty

webve prayed f o
church,back at work,healthy and

know the outcome, let Nancy know
and s he @alplayeraahgest.t o
| t 6s good t o ol ow

rDe aclkl ywial Ic hge tn .

If you want
someone to pray
a ma z Withgyou,ocor have k
the folder and see that the people ersonal need tha

Ip a rda % ac ;I:}
neeas some
happy. If you request a prayer and confidential prayer,
call your elder.

|l eads this group. Maybe
green prayer request cards in the pew backs or just
around on tables. You can jot a request for @ray
on this card and | eave i
in the offering plate or leave it with one of the

guehes s. Bi blife yptuddly | g keu

the Prayer Chains, make a note on the card and
it 1 toés Nmo K
pat of this group, just drop by on Monday
morning.

And t her e d ©nced mohth on Sundag ! !
evening Jake leads Evening Vespers in the Coffee

a nHbusey o Tha gext aodeuis tlamuary bhlo lievaase

November got so busy and December is always
busy. At vespers wesing, someone leads a
devotional, and we pray. We pray individually
and break up into small groups to pray
together. In a small group you can ask
for a prayer for yourself or a frierd
anﬁthing that needs to be prayed for
{which O §elrly everything). 1 t 6 s
pretty powerful.  Jake leads the
véspers, so you know there will be
prayer.

Prayer doesndét need
particular time. If you want someone
t hrou tptpray with you, or have a personal

Someone might need some more prayer, or there need that needs some confidential prayer, call your

may need some prayer of thanksgiving.

If you would like to be on the OneCallNow- E
Mail chain just send an-mail to Phil Hamilton
(pc_hamilton@msn.copg nd | 6 lup in thee t
database. If you are a couple or a family, let me
know who in the household wants to get the e
mail. If you share a computer, but have different
emai | addr es s e s-majyso Modt |
families just want one family member on the
chain.

And i YES T you can be on both. Theneail
chain is totally insensitive to how manyails it
sends. It could be the whole congregation and
even Friends of Peace.
But wai t!
people who gather in the sanctuary on Monday
morning at 8:00 for a Prayer Vigil. Dick Mahlke

elder. If you need to know who your elder is,
give Al Johnson a call. He keeps the elder/family
assignments.

Aod i f youdd Ii ke to sta
something specific or just spend time with friends

in prayer in your home or a room in the coffee
house, set it wup and bui
likee to lead vaogroup to study prayer, or maybe
youdd | i ke to be in a
only someone would start one. Just let us know.
If you need some help with ideas or materials let
Jake,M ke or one of the el d
to get some enthusiastic support.

gr

Thehe aeanso a b 5ol Hamilton

Peace Elder


mailto:pc_hamilton@msn.com

November, 29th 2009 3-5pm
Peace Lutheran Fellowship Hall
Peace is hosting an evening for families to share together,
the beginning of the Advent season.
We will be making ornaments and baking cookies. Who
4 knows, spontaneous Christmas caroling may occur! As well, our
# church Christmas tree will be trimmed, hot cider served and if we’re
4 lucky, the cookies will be done early in the evening to share with
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Cookie-Cooks!
For those cooking, please bring a recipe to share. Peace will provide the
oven and frosting. If possible, please bring ready-to-bake cookie dough.

Crafty-People!

If you have a craft to share, please contact Jake Parsons 805-482-3313.
Please plan to arrive go mirnites early. Please bring enough for g0

people.

Share a Family Devotion to Story!
We would also like to give everyone a folder of Christmas/Advent stories
and/or devotions to take home. If you have a favorite family story or
devotion, please bring 20 copies to share with the group.

P: 805-482-3313 Ejake@peacecamarillo.com
A2 AAEAEALLALAALALAAALALAALLALAALLA L

B B e B B B B e B B B B B e e e

P de e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Advent Services and Soup
Suppers to Begin Decembef®

Mark your calendars!

The first Soup Supper of the Season will beg
on Wednesday, Decembé¥ 2t 6:00 p.m.
followed by our first Advent Service at 7:00 p.r
These Wednesday night events will continue
December §and 18'. Invite a friend!

"Angels
We Have
Heard on

In lieu of a gift exchange, we will have a freewill donation for God's Global Barnyard which benefits

Christmas Party
Our Christmas party will be in the Coffélouse and Fellowship
Hall onSaturday, December 5th from 6:0608:00PM. The
Proverbs Coffee House Gala Tdéngels We Have Heard on
High" will be on exhibitduring our party.This year we wanted
to try something new, this will not be a dinner so ther@o
cost. We are asking the members boing an appetizer or
desserto share.Please sign up on the kiosk and bring your
finger food to the kitchen by 3PMFood and beverage will be
served in both the coffee house and fellowship hall.

third world countries. Bring the family and enjothe angels and nativity scenes on exhibit, strolling
minstrels, singing your favorite Christmas carols amgdod Christian fellowship.Please weayour

Christmas finery and enjoy the festivities.

TheoAngel s We Have Heard

on Higho exhibit wi

6" from 17 4 pm. with entertainments and refreshments. Invite adrierexperience the exhibit. Let
the Holy Spirit work through the art images in witnessing your faith.



Dear Members and Friends of Peace,

The Apostle Paul encourages the Christians in 1 POI nsettlas

Thessalonians, Chapter 5 beginning with the 16th Have you ordered
verse to "Rejoice evermore. Pray without your Poinsettia to
ceasing In everything give thankdor this is decorate our church
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning for Christmas? The
you." When theEver Faihful program began 2 RED order forms
yéears ago a Component of that program was are in your mailbox
prayer. Several members of the congregation or by the guest
began meeting each Monday morning to pray for book. The cost is
the success ofEver Faithful. Soon these just $6.00 apiece.
members also began to pray for other needs in Place the form in

the congreg@gon and addedrejoicing and John Johns
praise. mailbox or give to Marsha by Sunday,

i i December 13. Your contribution can be
The format of these Monday meetings is to say a placed in the offering plate or in John

Psalm together, sing a hymn, shamgayer Johnsonoés mmeak é@OWERS.

concerns, sing a hymn of praise and then disperse may pick up your Poinsettia after the

individually to a location in the Sanctuary to pray - ristmas Day service. Remaining Poinsettias
silently to our Lord. You are all invited to will be given to shutins. Thanks for your

attend and to bring your prayer concerns. generous support.

Certainly you can pray at home or in YOour €ar or - agter the Christmas Day service you are
wherever you are, but for many there is a special encouraged to pick up your donated

closeness to God you feel when you talk to Him 1 ,insettia. Remaining poinsettias will be sent
in His house.The meetings are each Mandat to shut ins. Thanks for your generous support

ga.m. in providing the plants to decorate our altars.

Blessings and love,
Dick Mahlke
Congregational President

Sunda \\

| SChOOl/Z : Sunday School Christmas

Program
The annual Sunday School
Program will be staged at a
combined service to be held on
Sunday, November 2. The
service will be held at 9:45 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall.



Trusteebs Report

The parking lot has been colafed and is becoming a fine place to park for events and church services at
Peace.The 400 ft. wall along the west side of the property has also been com@etentd of caution to

all who traverse the church property by foot and by vehicle, WATCH @Wgdonstruction debris, vehicle
traffic, rough, uneven dirt surfaces and the like. Please be careful when out and about at church. T
landscape contractor is about to begin the installation of irrigation lines followed by planting of trees,
shrubs, grond-cover and hydrseeding lawn areas. Volunteers will be called on to assist with
installation of drain lines and to complete the installation of 16 light poles. The Trustees would like tc
thank all who have participated in the Ad@ptree fund raisingfforts to pay for the landscaping around

the new parking lot. It was a commendable effort by all who pledged and donated money to pay the cos
of irrigation and planting.Thank you to all who did so!

The front of the church received a new paint jdbva weekends ago. A local Girl Scout troopssiated
by Dave Miller and RicTiongson applied a coat of primer and the first coat of paint. Unfortunately
several coats of paint were required to properly finish the job. Daler,aksth Helrick andGene
O6Neal came to the rescue to take up where the

New entry lights were installed recently on either side of the entry doors thanks to Keith Hedrick. A new
beautifully sculpted cross will soon be installed above the entry doors. Joyce Snow can be thanked f
planning and implementing these improvemewotshe church entry. It is a beautiful thing to witness
people coming together, working hard to accomplish tasks through organized work parties or striking of
by themselves, (with the Trustees blessings) to further the work of Peace Lutheran.

That wok is so well accomplished when people are unified in task and goal to spread the Gospel of th
Lord, and it can be done while swinging a shovel or setting up for church services, so come on out ar
experience a Trustees work party and see a beautifuliajmgen!

David J. Miller

The first stripsof asphalt are installed  Striping of handicapped parking Workers install cap blocks as a
& compacted last Monday. By Tues. spaces begins on Wed. finishing touchon the block wall.
afternoon all paving was finished.

Adopt-a-Tree funding has reached an incredible $38,590 as of this past Sunday, Nov.,
22" which means we are less than $1500 from our goal of raising $40,000 for
landscape installation around the new parking lot. Praise the Lord! The generosity of
Peace People is incredibl&otal cost of the landscape installation is just over
$45,000.Reme mb e r tAdopterTréed eom your check and e
would like to help us reach our goal.




Family Ministry

All this veritasand everywhere to use
it!

The last several weeks have
included a few wonderful opportunities
to see God in action. On Novembét, 4
eight brave souls attended tMeritas
Apologetics Confereec hosted by
Calvary Chapel of Diamond Bar. An
early morning commute was followed by

Erin Parsons and
Tracy Huntsinger

Vicar Jake Parsons, Steve Herman,
JohnEscham and Peter Lee

Not Pictured: Virginia Herman, ten hours of scholarly and personal
Pastor Paul Nelson and JessParsons | teaching offered by world renowned
speakers and author s. ['f you ha

Steve Hermandés recap of heaase doesp pefore iyai iput ¢his iasue of thee
Words of Peace down. The conference discussed everything from whyueuitag matters, to how
Godds very existence gives our |l ives meaning at

On November ¥, First Lutheran church in partnership hits, hosted=ocus on Parentingatellite
fed, simulcast broadcast from Focus on the Family out of Colorado Springs, CO. This broadcast featur:
such local speakers as Mark Holmen (formally the senior pastor of Ventura Mission Church), and Elis
Morgan (former CEO, Mothers of Preschaslénternational).

Finally, on November 13and 14 the youth, under the direction of their marvelous, fantastic, and
incredibly good looking ministry director, Michael Rasputin Schultze, hosted a circuit wide event called
District Youth GatheringlINI . Why @A mi ni 20 Since costs for the D
LCMS-national) had risen so much, a local-tggether was a great option. Under the theme&rotible
Maker and with a welrehearsed and newly formed Peace Lutheran youth band, Mikeergd an
opening message that every child and parent waits to hear.

It would be easy to conclude this list of church events (though this constitutes only a fraction of the
events Peace offered in the month of November), pat ourselves on the backvaed mon t o Dec
l'itany of event s. However, a critical guetbet i o1
church? 0

A resounding, AYes! 0 The thgegarpose foowhicht Goe insttited r c
the church on earthwere nost definitely achieved through events such as these. Regardless of academi
language and abstract concepts the apologetics conference fed and trained Christians young and olc
proclaimveritas the truth; the undisputed God of the universe is relentielsis pursuit to save mankind
from our sin and its consequences.

Despite, the | ate ni ght s veritaswas peepchea anderitddwekte 0 s
home with each youth that attended thBYG In a world that demands conformity to sapathy toward
responsibility and | aziness of mind and body,
beat sin by Ch-sacrdide and singlnindedssibmisgjon ® eur Heavenly Father.

And in cooperation with churchescuas First Lutheran, we have the opportunity to share and
benefit in a ministr-gctihaitt Cod( h-2GeBpma:ta). R0 fig4 ol

Where the lies of the world bring sin and deathviérgasof Chr i st 6 s evatisnt e n c
of mankind must be proclaimed. When the world claims Veatase i t her doesnoét ma |
found, pointthem toward the church where God has chosen to show himself day after day, month

after month.

Vicar Jake Parsons

7 o



Veritas Apologetics Conference Recap
By: Steve Herman

| recently had the privilege of attending an
apologetics conference in Diamond Bar, CA with Jake and
Erin Parsons, and a few other members of Peace. Before |
get into the specifics of what turned out to be a very faith
affirming andfaith bolstering event, allow me to digress a
bit.
The first ti me I heard
t hought, AOh, I already kno
always telling me that hpologizeway t oo muc h.
further investigation | learned that theidy of apologetics
consists of reasoned explanations for the Christian faith.
Apologists, it seems, develop their defenses of the Christian
faith in relation to scientific, historical, philosophical,
ethical, theological and cultural issues.
Why apologeats? Although there is no specific
theory of apologetics outlined in the New Testament, Paul,
in his letter to the Philippians, calls us all to become partners with him in the defense an
establishment of the Gospel .ytohiveRaaefense 3o:adydne t ¢
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. Apologetics can help fuel your fire fo
spreading the good news of the Gospel and help provide answers to the often tough questions
seekers, skeptics and critics.

The conference, officially known as The Veritas Evangelical Seminary annual Apologetics
Conference, had an awesome lineup that read likéha's Whoof the top brains leading the
charge of this growing movement in Christendom.

Norman Geisler, author dDon't Have Enough Faith to be an Atheiségan the festivities
with a presentation called, fThe Case for t
most accurately transmitted book from the ancient world based on the abundance of manuscriy
(which are the original copies), dating and accuracy. After 1000 years of copying, the entire boo
of Isaiah, found in thédead Sea Scrollen 1947, had only 13 small changes. None of these
changes have anything to do with doctrinal meaning. The number offEgt@ment manuscripts
is overwhelming at 5,700 Greek manuscripts. In second place for books from antiquity is Homer
lliad at 643 known original copies.

Another speaker, Ergun Caner, a converted Muslim, talked about why he became
Christian. His main r@sons being that Allah did not love him and God loved him first.

Gary Habermas illustrated a tidiee showing that the codifying of the early Christian
religion began within 6 months of the resurrection of Christ. It is commonly thought that
organized @ristianity began with the writing of the Gospel of Mark which is dated at around 66
AD. I n 1 Cor . 15, which is wusually dated t
post resurrection appearances in an early creed. He then checked atltevather apostles to
make sure they were all preaching the same thing. Six months is hardly enough time for a lege!
or myth to develop, according to Habermas.

Other presenters shared with us more interesting andopsmng information. |
understood mst of it. My brain was smoking at the end. | want to see it again which it just so
happens | can do that since there will be a DVD of the conference available (see Jake). | high
recommend it.



