
 

Pastorõs Message 
 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 

seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,
 
who came from the 

Father, full of grace and truth.    John 1:14 
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Truly an ñAct of God 
 Canadian filmmaker Jennifer Baichwalôs new 

documentary, An Act of God, recently made itôs 

American debut in Seattle. The film is about the 

aftermath of people who have either been struck 

by lightning or had a very close call. Interesting 

idea, isnôt it. 

 

   Described in reviews as ñfrighteningò and 

ñsurprisingly philosophical,ò what it really 

examines is how a near death experience can 

change a personôs life. One survivor describes a 

lethal strike that turned people around him to coal. 

Others talk about near death phenomena such as 

blinding white lights.  
 

   In one sequence, novelist-filmmaker Paul Auster 

recalls a deadly summer camp experience that 

started out as a lark but turned ominous when the 

skies opened up and campers and counselors got 

lost in the woods. 

 

   Austerôs friend touched a barbed-wire fence and 

was electrocuted when lightning struck at that 

same moment. Only fourteen-years-old at the 

time, he is still haunted by survivorôs guilt. It 

might just as easily have been him, but it wasnôt.  

Another survivor commented, ñIt changed my way 

of looking at the world.ò 

 

   The storm images Baichwal has captured on film 

add a ñsense of power beyond our 

comprehension,ò said one review. 

 

   We may not be hit with literal lightning in our 

lives, but God continues to amaze us as he flashes 

into our world with signs and wonders that point 

us to the power of his love. 

 

   Just a couple of weeks ago in Pakistan, a 

Christian janitor gave his life to save others, 

Muslims in this case, during a suicide attack at 

International Islamic University in Islamabad. 

Two suicide bombings at the university killed six 

people, but the number would have been much 

higher without the actions of Pervaiz Masih. When 

one of the attackers entered the cafeteria, Masih 

intercepted him so that much of the blast impact 

was directed toward the parking lot rather than the 

students and faculty gathered inside. 

 

   ñAs a Christian, a person of minority, he stood 

in front of the Taliban to protect the university,ò 

said Pakistanôs Minister of Minorities. 

 

   Would we do the same? Rush a suicide bomber 

to save others? Take a lightning strike of death for 

a stranger if you had a choice? 

 

   Godôs good news, the Christmas gospel, is that 

Jesus did, even though he had to step down from  



 

heaven and become one of us to do it. Pretty 

awesome thought. Especially when we tend to think 

about personal sacrifice in modern terms, news blips, 

but that is exactly what happened. He made the 

ultimate sacrifice on the cross for us. To save us from 

our sins. And he did it without even knowing, 

according to his human nature, whether or not we 

would ever accept him or believe in him. 

   What a story. A story that could offer help and 

hope to so many people who still havenôt heard it. Or 

who need or long to hear it again, and who doesnôt? 

Godôs good news can strike when and where we 

might least expect it with the power to save, not 

destroy lives. Save someone from an otherwise 

certain death. 

   There are times that tend to lend themselves to 

opening a personôs heart to receive the Gospel more 

than others. Times of loss, Christmas and Easter. 

Times of loss because the hurt tends to lay bare those 

empty places inside that only God and his 

unconditional love  

for you in Christ can fill. Christmas and Easter 

because, well, you just cannot ignore them. They are 

everywhere you look. 

   Godôs Word and his story of redemption are a 

powerful witness of what true, untarnished, 

unconditional love is all about. And it all began in 

that manger in Bethlehem. A manger overshadowed 

by a cross.  

   Hear the story again. I know weôll see you on 

Sundays and Christmas Eve, but why not join us for 

Advent Wednesday evening soup suppers at 6:00 

p.m. followed by special worship services at 7:00 

p.m. as well? And for heavenôs sakeðseriously, for 

heavenôs sakeðbring a friend. Who knows where an 

óact of Godô might strike next? 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

So what is a Prayer 

Chain?  Is that some sort 

of Lutheran Rosary?  

Whoôs on the prayer 

chain?  How many are 

there anyway?  Whatôs the 

E-mail Prayer Chain?  Can 

I be part of a chain?   
 

These are just a few 

questions weôve heard 

around Peace since we 

began talking about the OneCallNow E-Mail 

Prayer Chain. 
 

In days of old (like two months ago) if someone 

needed prayer, or knew of someone who needed 

prayer, they would call Gloria McLeod or Marsha 

in the office (who would then call Gloria) with the 

request and some details.  Then Gloria would call 

three people, and those three people would call 

three people, and those three ï well you get the 

idea. That prayer chain still works!  It has a 

personal touch that many of us like, and it gives us 

a chance to touch bases with a number of Peace 

members.   

Some of our members want to be on the chain so 

they are aware of who needs prayer help and  

 

 

 

 

maybe even personal help, but they know theyôre 

not usually around to get the call or they travel a 

lot.  These folks like to be the last call so the chain 

doesnôt get broken.  Trouble is, there are just so 

many last calls.  We try to keep the number of 

calls any one person needs to make down to two 

or three, so you can see how this limits the number 

of last calls. 
 

Sometimes the prayer chain call mobilizes the 

Social Concerns Committee to arrange for some 

meals or rides, or a call or visit to see what help 

might be needed. 
 

The Prayer Chain is a great tradition at Peace.  

Many of us have been the beneficiaries of the 

power of a group of our brothers and sisters 

praying for our recovery from illness or sadness, 

or strength to get through a crisis, or for Jesus to 

stay close to our caretakers and medical teams.  

Itôs a little difficult to manage and administer, but 

Gloria did a great job for a number of years.  Sheôs 

turned the helm over to Nancy Johnson now.  If 

you have a prayer request or would like be on this 

chain give Nancy a call at 484-4747, or e-mail her 

at ragdoll222@verizon.com.  She will get you in 

the chain and let you know who you call to keep 

the chain going. 
 

Some of us are surprised when we learn that one 

of our Peace family is ill or injured and we 

Elderõs Corner 
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If you want 

someone to pray 

with you, or have a 

personal need that 

needs some 

confidential prayer, 

call your elder. 

werenôt aware of it.  It was becoming a problem.  

We recently initiated the OneCallNow system to 

notify members in different groups by phone or e-

mail of events that they have an interest in.  We 

can set up to 99 subgroups like the committees, 

Pastorôs staff, youth groups, Bible study groups ï 

whatever.  We decided to make an E-Mail Prayer 

Chain group.  Itôs not really a chain.  Itôs more like 

a Prayer Bomb.  Anybody can be on it.  When 

Nancy gets the first call for the Phone Chain, she 

follows it up with a OneCallNow e-mail and ï 

presto ï the whole group can explode in prayer.   
 

Some of our students and young adults whoôve 

taken jobs away from home are on the OneCall 

chain so they can keep in touch.  If a member of 

your family is in the military, check with them to 

see if they would like to be on this 

chain. 
 

I keep a folder for these e-mails.  

Itôs pretty amazing to look through 

the folder and see that the people 

weôve prayed for are back at 

church, back at work, healthy and 

happy.  If you request a prayer and 

know the outcome, let Nancy know 

and sheôll add to a prayer request.  

Itôs good to follow through.  

Someone might need some more prayer, or there 

may need some prayer of thanksgiving. 
 

If you would like to be on the OneCallNow E-

Mail chain just send an e-mail to Phil Hamilton 

(pc_hamilton@msn.com) and Iôll set you up in the 

database.  If you are a couple or a family, let me 

know who in the household wants to get the e-

mail.  If you share a computer, but have different 

e-mail addresses youôll get two e-mails.  Most 

families just want one family member on the 

chain. 
 

And ï YES ï you can be on both.  The e-mail 

chain is totally insensitive to how many e-mails it 

sends.  It could be the whole congregation and 

even Friends of Peace. 

But wait!  Thereôs more.  Thereôs also a team of 

people who gather in the sanctuary on Monday 

morning at 8:00 for a Prayer Vigil.  Dick Mahlke 

leads this group.  Maybe youôve noticed the bright 

green prayer request cards in the pew backs or just 

around on tables.  You can jot a request for prayer 

on this card and leave it in Dickôs mailbox, drop it 

in the offering plate or leave it with one of the 

ushers.  If youôd like your prayer request to go to 

the Prayer Chains, make a note on the card and 

Dick will get it to Nancy.  And if youôd like be 

part of this group, just drop by on Monday 

morning. 
 

And thereôs still more!!  Once a month on Sunday 

evening Jake leads Evening Vespers in the Coffee 

House.  The next one is January 10 because 

November got so busy and December is always 

busy.  At vespers we sing, someone leads a 

devotional, and we pray.  We pray individually 

and break up into small groups to pray 

together.  In a small group you can ask 

for a prayer for yourself or a friend ï 

anything that needs to be prayed for 

(which is nearly everything).  Itôs 

pretty powerful.  Jake leads the 

vespers, so you know there will be 

prayer. 
 

Prayer doesnôt need to be done at any 

particular time.  If you want someone 

to pray with you, or have a personal 

need that needs some confidential prayer, call your 

elder.   If you need to know who your elder is, 

give Al Johnson a call.  He keeps the elder/family 

assignments.  
 

And if youôd like to start a small group to pray for 

something specific or just spend time with friends 

in prayer in your home or a room in the coffee 

house, set it up and build a group.  Maybe youôd 

like to lead a group to study prayer, or maybe 

youôd like to be in a group that studies prayer, if 

only someone would start one.  Just let us know.  

If you need some help with ideas or materials let 

Jake, Mike or one of the elders know.  Youôre sure 

to get some enthusiastic support. 

 

Phil Hamilton  
Peace Elder 
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Advent Services and Soup 

Suppers to Begin December 2
nd

 
Mark your calendars!   

The first Soup Supper of the Season will begin 

on Wednesday, December 2
nd

 at 6:00 p.m. 

followed by our first Advent Service at 7:00 p.m.  

These Wednesday night events will continue on 

December 9
th
 and 16

th
.  Invite a friend! 

 

 

 
 

            Christmas Party   
Our Christmas party will be in the Coffee House and Fellowship 

Hall on Saturday, December 5th from 6:00 - 8:00PM.  The 

Proverbs Coffee House Gala Tour "Angels We Have Heard on 

High"  will be on exhibit during our party.  This year we wanted 

to try something new, this will not be a dinner so there is no  

cost.  We are asking the members to bring an appetizer or 

dessert to share.  Please sign up on the kiosk and bring your 

finger food to the kitchen by 3PM.  Food and beverage will be 

served in both the coffee house and fellowship hall.    

  

In lieu of a gift exchange, we will have a freewill donation for God's Global Barnyard which benefits 

third world countries.    Bring the family and enjoy the angels and nativity scenes on exhibit, strolling 

minstrels,  singing your favorite Christmas carols and  good Christian fellowship.  Please wear your 

Christmas finery and enjoy the festivities. 

 

TheòAngels We Have Heard on Highò exhibit will also be open to the general public on Sunday, Dec 

6
th
 from 1 ï 4 pm. with entertainments and refreshments. Invite a friend to experience the exhibit.  Let 

the Holy Spirit work through the art images in witnessing your faith. 



 

Poinsettias 
 

 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Peace, 

  

The Apostle Paul encourages the Christians in 1  

Thessalonians, Chapter 5 beginning with the 16th 

verse to "Rejoice evermore.  Pray without 

ceasing.  In everything give thanks for this is 

the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 

you."  When the Ever Faithful program began 2 

years ago a component of that program was 

prayer.   Several members of the congregation 

began meeting each Monday morning to pray for 

the success of Ever Faithful.   Soon these 

members also began to pray for other needs in 

the congregation and added rejoicing and 

praise.    
  

The format of these Monday meetings is to say a 

Psalm together, sing a hymn, share  prayer 

concerns, sing a hymn of praise and then disperse 

individually to a location in the Sanctuary to pray 

silently to our Lord.   You are all invited to 

attend and to bring your prayer concerns.  

Certainly you can pray at home or in your car or 

wherever you are, but for many there is a special 

closeness to God you feel when you talk to Him 

in His house.  The meetings are each Monday at 

8 a.m.  
  

Blessings and love,   

Dick Mahlke 

Congregational President 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ordered 

your Poinsettia  to 

decorate our church 

for Christmas? The 

RED  order forms 

are in your mailbox 

or by the guest 

book.  The cost is 

just $6.00 apiece.   

Place the form in 

John Johnsonôs  

mailbox or give to Marsha by Sunday, 

December 13
th

. Your contribution can be 

placed in the offering plate or in John 

Johnsonôs mailbox marked ñFLOWERSò.  

You may pick up your Poinsettia after the 

Christmas Day service. Remaining Poinsettias 

will be given to shut-ins.  Thanks for your 

generous support.  

After  the Christmas Day service you are 

encouraged to pick up your donated 

poinsettia. Remaining poinsettias will be sent 

to shut ins. Thanks for your generous support 

in providing the plants to decorate our altars.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Christmas 

Program 
The annual Sunday School 

Program will be staged at a 

combined service to be held on 

Sunday, November 20
th

.  The 

service will be held at 9:45 a.m. in 

the Fellowship Hall.  



 

 

Trusteeôs Report 
 

The parking lot has been completed and is becoming a fine place to park for events and church services at 

Peace.  The 400 ft. wall along the west side of the property has also been completed.  A word of caution to 

all who traverse the church property by foot and by vehicle, WATCH OUT for construction debris, vehicle 

traffic, rough, uneven dirt surfaces and the like. Please be careful when out and about at church.  The 

landscape contractor is about to begin the installation of irrigation lines followed by planting of trees, 

shrubs, ground-cover and hydro-seeding lawn areas.  Volunteers will be called on to assist with 

installation of drain lines and to complete the installation of 16 light poles.  The Trustees would like to 

thank all who have participated in the Adopt-a-Tree fund raising efforts to pay for the landscaping around 

the new parking lot.  It was a commendable effort by all who pledged and donated money to pay the costs 

of irrigation and planting.  Thank you to all who did so! 

 

The front of the church received a new paint job a few weekends ago.  A local Girl Scout troop   assisted 

by Dave Miller and  Ric Tiongson applied a coat of primer and the first coat of paint. Unfortunately 

several coats of paint were required to properly finish the job.  Dale Larson, Keith Hedrick and Gene 

OôNeal came to the rescue to take up where the Scouts left off.  Many thanks to them for doing that. 

 

New entry lights were installed recently on either side of the entry doors thanks to Keith Hedrick.  A new, 

beautifully sculpted cross will soon be installed above the entry doors. Joyce Snow can be thanked for 

planning and implementing these improvements to the church entry.  It is a beautiful thing to witness 

people coming together, working hard to accomplish tasks through organized work parties or striking off 

by themselves, (with the Trustees blessings) to further the work of Peace Lutheran.   

 

That work is so well accomplished when people are unified in task and goal to spread the Gospel of the 

Lord, and it can be done while swinging a shovel or setting up for church services, so come on out and 

experience a Trustees work party and see a beautiful thing happen! 

 

David J. Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      The first strips of asphalt are installed    Striping of handicapped parking        Workers install cap blocks as a  

       & compacted last Monday.  By Tues.         spaces begins on Wed.                  finishing touch on the block wall. 

         afternoon all paving was finished. 

 

 

 

Adopt-a-Tree funding has reached an incredible $38,590 as of this past Sunday, Nov., 

22
nd

 which means we are less than $1500 from our goal of raising $40,000 for 

landscape installation around the new parking lot.  Praise the Lord!  The generosity of 

Peace People is incredible.  Total cost of the landscape installation is just over 

$45,000.  Remember to write ñAdopt-a-Treeò on your check and envelope if you 

would like to help us reach our goal.  



 

Vicar Jake Parsons, Steve Herman, 
John Escham and Peter Lee 

Not P ictured:  Virginia Herman, 
Pastor Paul Nelson and Jesse Parsons 

Erin Parsons and 
Tracy Huntsinger 

 

 

 

 

 

All this veritas and everywhere to use 

it!  

 

 The last several weeks have 

included a few wonderful opportunities 

to see God in action. On November 4
th
, 

eight brave souls attended the Veritas 

Apologetics Conference hosted by 

Calvary Chapel of Diamond Bar. An 

early morning commute was followed by 

ten hours of scholarly and personal 

teaching offered by world renowned 

speakers and authors. If you havenôt read 

Steve Hermanôs recap of his experience at the conference please do so before you put this issue of the 

Words of Peace down. The conference discussed everything from why truth (veritas) matters, to how 

Godôs very existence gives our lives meaning and value. 

 On November 7
th
, First Lutheran church in partnership with us, hosted Focus on Parenting satellite 

fed, simulcast broadcast from Focus on the Family out of Colorado Springs, CO. This broadcast featured 

such local speakers as Mark Holmen (formally the senior pastor of Ventura Mission Church), and Elisa 

Morgan (former CEO, Mothers of Preschoolers International). 

 Finally, on November 13
th
 and 14

th
 the youth, under the direction of their marvelous, fantastic, and 

incredibly good looking ministry director, Michael Rasputin Schultze, hosted a circuit wide event called 

District Youth GatheringMINI . Why ñmini?ò Since costs for the District Youth Gathering (hosted by the 

LCMS-national) had risen so much, a local get-together was a great option. Under the theme of Trouble 

Maker and with a well-rehearsed and newly formed Peace Lutheran youth band, Mike delivered an 

opening message that every child and parent waits to hear. 

 It would be easy to conclude this list of church events (though this constitutes only a fraction of the 

events Peace offered in the month of November), pat ourselves on the back and move on to Decemberôs 

litany of events. However, a critical question must be stated, ñDid we accomplish the ministry of the 

church?ò 

 A resounding, ñYes!ò The goals of the church, I should say, the purpose for which God instituted 

the church on earth, were most definitely achieved through events such as these. Regardless of academic 

language and abstract concepts the apologetics conference fed and trained Christians young and old to 

proclaim veritas, the truth; the undisputed God of the universe is relentless in his pursuit to save mankind 

from our sin and its consequences. 

 Despite, the late nights of prep and Mikeôs tireless planning, veritas was preached and veritas went 

home with each youth that attended the mDYG. In a world that demands conformity to sin, apathy toward 

responsibility and laziness of mind and body, we proclaim the truth of Christôs love which never fails to 

beat sin by Christôs unceasing self-sacrifice and single-minded submission to our Heavenly Father. 

 And in cooperation with churches such as First Lutheran, we have the opportunity to share and 

benefit in a ministry that God has made a ñgroup-activityò (1 Cor. 1:10; 4:1, 14-20; Eph. 2:19-21). 

 Where the lies of the world bring sin and death, the veritas of Christôs existence, love and salvation 

of mankind must be proclaimed. When the world claims that veritas either doesnôt matter or cannot be 

found, point them toward the church where God has chosen to show himself day after day, month 
after month.  
 

 

 

Family Ministry 



 

 

Veritas Apologetics Conference Recap 

By: Steve Herman 

  

 I recently had the privilege of attending an 

apologetics conference in Diamond Bar, CA with Jake and 

Erin Parsons, and a few other members of Peace. Before I 

get into the specifics of what turned out to be a very faith 

affirming and faith bolstering event, allow me to digress a 

bit. 

 The first time I heard the term ñapologeticsò I 

thought, ñOh, I already know about that stuff. People are 

always telling me that I apologize way too much.ò Upon 

further investigation I learned that the study of apologetics 

consists of reasoned explanations for the Christian faith. 

Apologists, it seems, develop their defenses of the Christian 

faith in relation to scientific, historical, philosophical, 

ethical, theological and cultural issues.  

 Why apologetics? Although there is no specific 

theory of apologetics outlined in the New Testament, Paul, 

in his letter to the Philippians, calls us all to become partners with him in the defense and 

establishment of the Gospel. 1 Pet. 3:15 tells us to ñalways be ready to give a defense to anyone 

who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. Apologetics can help fuel your fire for 

spreading the good news of the Gospel and help provide answers to the often tough questions of 

seekers, skeptics and critics.  

 The conference, officially known as The Veritas Evangelical Seminary annual Apologetics 

Conference, had an awesome lineup that read like a Who's Who of the top brains leading the 

charge of this growing movement in Christendom.  

 Norman Geisler, author of I Don't Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist, began the festivities 

with a presentation called, ñThe Case for the Bible.ò He described how The Old Testament is the 

most accurately transmitted book from the ancient world based on the abundance of manuscripts 

(which are the original copies), dating and accuracy. After 1000 years of copying, the entire book 

of Isaiah, found in the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947, had only 13 small changes. None of these 

changes have anything to do with doctrinal meaning. The number of New Testament manuscripts 

is overwhelming at 5,700 Greek manuscripts. In second place for books from antiquity is Homers 

Iliad at 643 known original copies.  

 Another speaker, Ergun Caner, a converted Muslim, talked about why he became a 

Christian. His main reasons being that Allah did not love him and God loved him first.  

 Gary Habermas illustrated a time-line showing that the codifying of the early Christian 

religion began within 6 months of the resurrection of Christ. It is commonly thought that 

organized Christianity began with the writing of the Gospel of Mark which is dated at around 66 

AD. In 1 Cor. 15, which is usually dated to the AD 30's, Paul included a crucial report of Jesusô 

post resurrection appearances in an early creed. He then checked out with the other apostles to 

make sure they were all preaching the same thing. Six months is hardly enough time for a legend 

or myth to develop, according to Habermas. 

 Other presenters shared with us more interesting and eye-opening information. I 

understood most of it. My brain was smoking at the end. I want to see it again which it just so 

happens I can do that since there will be a DVD of the conference available (see Jake). I highly 

recommend it. 


