
O Happy May!

Recently, Pastor Rob preached a nice sermon on 1 Peter 
2:19, which says, 

This is a gracious thing, when, 
mindful of God, one endures 
sorrows while suffering unjustly. 
Most would agree that the “safe at home” (aka sheltering in 
place, aka social distancing) directive from our governing 
authorities, as it prolongs, is causing more and more of us 
to suffer from a little “cabin fever.” But our prayers really go 
out to our fellow Americans who are truly suffering in 
greater ways: fever (and other severe symptoms) from 
Covid-19, loss of loved ones, job loss, increased incidence 
of suicide, spousal and child abuse, financial troubles, 
hunger, and the list goes on. In this pandemic, the suffering 
is not limited, either, to just our fellow Americans. Many 
people in countries all around the world are suffering 
“unjustly.” No one did anything to deserve getting hit by the 
impact of this Coronavirus.  

The remarkably prophetic words from St. Peter’s epistle 
are not limited to chapter 2. In chapter 5, he describes our 
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enemy who “roams all around the world seeking whom he 
may devour” (v8). Of course, there, Peter is referring to our 
enemy, the devil. But we know it was the devil who tempted 
our first parents to sin and bring down the curse upon all 
creation - which includes sickness, disease and death. 

So, how could any of this warrant an article heading entitled, 
“O Happy May”? 

St. Peter provides the answer and encouragement, there, as 
well, when he says. “stand firm in the faith, because you 
know that the family of believers throughout the world is 
undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all 
grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you 
have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make 
you strong, firm and steadfast.” (1 Peter 5:9-10) Alleluia! 
God’s promises in Christ are Yea and Amen! 

God saw our enduring plight and pain and sent His only Son, 
Jesus, on a rescue mission to redeem us who were lost and 
condemned. After the cross and the empty tomb, Jesus in 
turn sent us the promised Holy Spirit to make a new creation 
out of each of us, His baptized children. Through Christ’s 
redemptive work, God set into motion His plan all along to 
create a new heaven and a new earth, free from all 
destructive forces - including demons, viruses, anxieties, 
woes and death. Indeed, death, itself, has already been 
swallowed up in Christ’s victory on the cross and His triumph 
over the grave three days later. So, we have this sure Easter 
hope in the Gospel message, seeded now in our hearts, that 
neither shall death have the final word in our own lives! It is 
because of all our gracious God has done (and is doing) for 
us that we can say in the midst of our trials that we have 
peace like a river, and it is a Happy May, come what may! 

Our God reigns. His mercies are new each spring morning. 
He promises to be with us - even to the end of the age!  

Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

Pastor  

Mike  

“O Happy May” Continued …

If you have not heard, the 
scheduled Peace Blood 
Drive for Sunday, May 3, 
2020 has been cancelled. 
That being said, last 
week, as the Blood Drive 
Coordinator for Peace, I 
had the opportunity to 
participate in a Webinar 
hosted by Vitalant the 

A Word from 
Our Parish Nurse
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non-profit organization that sponsors 
our blood drives.  During the Webinar 
some interesting facts were reviewed: 

Over 25,000 Mobile Blood Drives are 
held annually. 

Over 840,000 l i fe-saving Blood 
Products are collected annually from 
Mobile Blood Drives alone. This 
represents over 60% of the Blood and 
Blood Products collected annually. 
After being collected and tested, which 
takes 1½ days, Platelets are sent to 
hospitals or infusion centers and expire 
in 3½ days. Red Blood Cells (RBCs) 
expire on  the 42nd day and Plasma 
after 1 year.  

High School and College Blood Drives 
normally supply 60% of the Mobile 
Blood Drives, while businesses,  
churches, and civic organizations supply 
the remaining 40%. ✚✚Have I not commanded you?  

Be strong and courageous.  
Do not be frightened, and  

do not be dismayed. For the 
Lord your 

God is 
with you.
- JOSHUA 

1:9

C.O.V.I.D.-19 
Christ Over Viruses & 
Infectious Diseases



- Used sterile, single-use 
c o l l e c t i o n s e t s f o r e a c h 
donation. 

- Cleaned the donors’ arm for 30 seconds 
with an antiseptic.  

- Washed their hands frequently. 

But what is Vitalant doing now to make 
donations even safer during the present 
Covid-19 crisis?  

• Moving chairs to allow a minimum 
of six feet between donors. 

• A v o i d i n g c r o w d i n g b y 
staggering appointments, 
offering extended hours for 
blood drives, offering donors 
the opportunity to wait in their car 
or other locations until blood bank staff are ready 
for the appointment.   

• Discouraging fami ly or f r iends from 
accompanying donors to blood drives. 

• Posting signs outside blood drives asking 
individuals at elevated risk for infection (due 
to travel  

• illness or contact with sick individuals) not 
to enter the area or to attempt to donate.  

• Implementing temperature checks at the door to 
prevent sick individuals from entering the drive. 

Our Blood Bank is asking people to keep their 
commitment to donate blood if they are feeling 
healthy and meet all other eligibility requirements on 

With the COVID-19 pandemic and the restrictions 
placed on group activities, school closures, and overall 
fear, most Mobile Blood Drives have been or are being 
cancelled by the sponsor. Although many elective 
surgeries have been cancelled for the immediate time, 
many will become necessary surgeries before the Stay 
Safe at Home Restrictions are lifted. The need for 
blood products will not change for expectant / new 
mothers and newborns, cancer patients, people 
requiring emergency surgery or accident / trauma 
victims, people with kidney, liver or gastrointestinal 
diseases, and lastly those patients in ICUs with 
COVID-19 and  under lying health conditions. 

With the decrease in elective surgeries and elective 
admissions, the March blood supply was met, however, 
this will soon change, especially during summer when 
donations are normally lower. The bottom line is that 
the blood supply in the country will soon be a critical 
issue.   

Blood donors are known to be a “healthier” group of 
individuals than their non-donating peers. To maintain 
donor’s health and to assure a safe supply of blood, 
Vitalant and other blood collection agencies have 
routinely:  

- Required all donors to be healthy and feel well the 
day they donate.  

- Taken the donors’ temperature during health history, 
rejecting donors with a temperature >99.5°F. 

Parish Nurse News (cont’d)
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Parish Nurse (cont’d)...
the day of donation, including requirements related to 
coronavirus.  If you normally donate at Peace or are a regular 
donor elsewhere, please think about donating now during this 
time of exceptional need.  If you have questions about eligibility, 
check the Vitalant website, www.vitalant.org or call the blood 
bank at 877-258-4825.  If you have been diagnosed with 
CCOVID-19, Vitalant requires that you wait at least 28 days 
after resolution of your symptoms before donating blood, based 
on FDA guidelines.   

Not only can people with resolved COVID-19 infection resume 
donating, but they should donate for two reasons: 

First, their plasma may contain antibodies that could be given to 
people battling life-threatening  
infections if the donor self-identifies as someone who had test-
confirmed COVID-19. 

Second, since individuals with resolved infections are not likely to 
become re-infected for a significant  
period of time, they will be able to sustain the blood supply while 
others are deferred from donating. 
  
In the words of the US Surgeon General: “Social distancing does 
not have to mean social disengagement. So, give blood, today!” 
  
If you are a regular blood donor, my request is that you 
prayerfully think it through, and if God leads you to continue 
donating at this time, please contact Vitalant.  The next 
scheduled blood drive at Peace is our Fall Blood Drive – Sunday, 
September 13, 2020.
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PPL: Prayer, Praise the Lord!

Dear Peace Family, 

How appropriate that following “Good Shepherd” Sunday we should be able to 
report such good news!  Our Good Shepherd has kept the “thief” outside the gate 
these past weeks and our flock safe.  God be praised!  We can hardly wait for this 
Lord’s Supper fasting to be over and once again join in person to worship…God 
willing, soon! 

More good news:  The Board of Finance and the Church Council can report that 
we have received the Payroll Protection Loan (PPL) in the amount of $66,485 as 
of May 4th.  In addition, on the same day we received another $10,000 in the 
form of a Small Business Administration Economic Injury Disaster Grant.  These 
funds provide enormous relief, offsetting unexpected costs for both the Preschool 
and the Church. 

We could not have done it without you.  We want to thank the entire congregation 
for your support at the virtual Voters Meeting (April 28th) and most importantly, all 
your prayers during this extraordinary time. 

We also want to say “thank you” for everyone’s continued faithful regular giving 
during these uncertain days.  We know that for many these gifts are sacrificial 
and your commitment to our Church is both humbling and a tremendous 
encouragement. 

Finally, Hope, Love and Faith.   

We do not live in this life without hope.  However, as Christians we are different…
our hope is not for this life alone, our hope extends beyond the grave. Peace 
members, we are confident you have been Godly examples and have 
demonstrated God’s love in caring for your neighbors in many untold  
ways these past weeks. And as we go forward, may God strengthen 
our faith as we hold firmly to His promises,  

“And let us not grow weary of doing good.”  (Gal 6:9) 
   
Our congregation is truly blessed! 

Your Peace Finance Committee

“For from His fullness we have all received,  
grace upon grace.”   - John 1:16



Yes, we’re still trying to “Peace” together the 
puzzle of the Coronavirus pandemic and what 
that means for our congregation going forward. 
But, nevertheless, we are still “at peace.” The  

first thing our resurrected Lord Jesus says to His 
Church to re-assure His “self-quarantined” 
disciples is “Peace be with you.” And no virus, no 
quarantine, nothing in this world can take that 
away from us. “My peace I give you - not as the 
world gives do I give to you” (John 14:27). Jesus 
gives us a peace with God that lasts to the end of 
this age and into the next! In the meantime… 

WE’RE ONLINE! Please join us each week!

Ascension Thursday’s last word (May 21): 
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, "teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age." (Mt 28:19-20)

PeaceCamarillo.com
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