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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 20, 2020 

As We Gather   Almighty God, whose ways are higher than our ways and whose 
thoughts higher than our thoughts, lavishes unbounded generosity upon His children 
through the Gospel. Dragged down by our sinful nature, our own ways and thoughts 
tend toward the shriveling and the miserly. Nevertheless, through the Gospel and the 
Sacraments, the Spirit of Jesus Christ delivers us from bondage to our sinful nature 
and into glorious liberty. Freed, we enjoy the experience of the Father’s unbounded 
generosity. 
Attention Visitors  We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion this morning. This 
holy meal is intended for Christians who acknowledge their need of God’s forgiveness 
in their lives.  The Bible teaches that Christ’s body and blood are received with the 
elements of bread and wine and that Christians need to examine themselves before 
receiving this holy meal. (1Cor. 10 & 11).  This meal further expresses a unity of faith 
as we gather at one table to receive the assurance of God’s forgiveness through the 
body and blood of our Lord in the sacrament.  We welcome baptized Christians to 
commune with us, those who believe and confess this same faith and understanding of 
the sacrament and of the Christian life.  Persons who desire to receive grape juice 
select from the darker glasses.  If you have any further questions concerning the 
sacrament, please ask to speak to the Pastor. 
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+ PREPARATION + 

OPENING  HYMN          “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

INVOCATION   
 Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 People: Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 27:1, 7 
 Pastor: The LORD is my light and my salvation; 
 People: whom shall I fear? 
 Pastor: The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
 People: of whom shall I be afraid? 
 Pastor: Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 
 People: be gracious to me and answer me! 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 People: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Pastor: Let us pray. 
Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on 
anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live 
according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 People: Amen. 

+THE WORD OF GOD+ 

OLD TESTAMENT  READING  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Isaiah 55:6–9 
   Seek the Lord. 
  (After the reading is read.) 
 Reader: This is the Word of our Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Philippians 1:12–14,19–30      
   To live is Christ, to die is gain. 
  (After the reading is read.) 
 Reader: This is the Word of our Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 



HYMN                   “When Peace, like a River” 

 

 

 

 
 
                          Public domain 

 

HOLY GOSPEL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matthew 20:1–16  
   (Parable of the vineyard laborers) 
 Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th  

                  chapter. 
 People: Glory to You, O Lord! 
  (After the Gospel is read.) 
 Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord 
 People: Praise to You, O Christ! 



HYMN OF THE DAY       “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                              Public domain 
                         

MESSAGE                Feeling Like Life’s Not Fair And Then You Die?  
If You’re Right You Might Be Left:  

Don’t Be Dead Wrong! 
Matthew 20:1-16 

      
   



CONFESSION OF FAITH  (NICENE CREED)    
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible  
    and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
    God, begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
    God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

   begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made;  

 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us,    

    under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. 
   And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures 
   and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
   Father. 

And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father  and  the 

Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,       
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
     the world to come.   Amen 

OFFERING 
(Offering plates will not be passed but are located near the sidewalk as you leave.) 

  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 



+ SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION + 

PREFACE 
 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE   
 Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and singing: 

SANCTUS               

 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER    
  

  All:        Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
          trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
          against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  
          deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the  
          glory,  forever and ever.  Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all 
of you; this is My + blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

PEACE OF THE LORD 
 Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 People: And also with you. 

          

AGNUS DEI   

 

 

 

 

(Please be seated) 
      



DISTRIBUTION 

 

POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 Pastor: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We ask 
You not to forsake Your children, but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

 Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The LORD 
look upon you with favor and + give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

 People: Amen. 



CLOSING HYMN                  “Lord of All Hopefulness” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   
POSTLUDE 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
ALTAR FLOWERS:  Given to the glory of God by Gertrude and Leslie Stenke in loving 
memory of Henry Stenke. 
PORTALS OF PRAYER for October-December are now available for you to pick up 
either at the check-in table or in the church office during the week. 
  

JOIN A BIBLE STUDY: 
Women’s Bible Study with a study on the Holy Spirit. Please contact Connie Morris 
(805)987-5116 to join or for more information. 
  

Men’s Bible Study will not meet this week but will resume next week.“  This Bible 
Symbols” meets via Zoom Tuesday mornings at 8:30.  Call Dave Hutter (805)386-7007 
to join or for more information.  Please pick up your copy of the study in the church 
office. 
  

LifeLight is meeting with Zoom classes for now:  Contact Blaine or Diana Wanke 
(805)482-7524 if you would like to join one of these studies. 
  

Wednesday 9/16 @ 5:45 and Thursday 9/17 @ 10 AM.   
Our study will be on “End Times”. 

  

Each individual life certainly comes to a conclusion. But what about the whole thing? Is 
humanity doomed just to muddle along as it has in the past? Or is there a goal, a final 
reckoning, an ending that makes sense? Christians believe not only that the world had 
a beginning (Creation) and a glorious middle (our Lord’s death and resurrection), but 
that it will also have an end.  
 

But day after day, year after year, generation after generation, the world goes on as it 
has in the past. The narratives of the Bible may inspire us; the truths of our faith may 
encourage us; but we long for the promised ending, the resurrection of the body and 
the life everlasting. Without it, even the Christian “story” makes no sense. Over the 
course of 9 sessions, this study explores what the Bible has to say about the end times 
and what the divine Author has prepared, which is far greater than any of us could 
write or imagine, for His story ends in glory—the glory of Jesus’ return and the 
resurrection of God’s faithful into that glory forever.  

  



Remember in Your Prayers 

For health and healing:  Edith Anderson, Lili Baehr, Mrs. Cheung (Veronica Lee’s 
friend), Brody (grandchild of Dave Schmidt’s friend), family of Rodger & Carolynn 
Bronner, Crystal (Phil Deck’s niece), Remi Chatelain (Carol Yung’s friend), Marshall 
Denninger, Dwayne Field, Bill Fitch, Bruce Fraser, Beverly Gandy, Rory Hall (Jim & Lily 
Mainland’s granddaughter), Ken Haugrud, Damon Hermann (friend of Greg Olewiler), 
Jim Hogan (Robin Schmidt's brother-in-law), Vicki Hutter, Karen Johnson, Dale Larson, 
Dawn Logan (Pat Massey’s niece), Mrs. Mai, (friend of Greg Olewiler), Scott 
McComas, Ryan McCracken, Ryan Scott Morrison, Ken Nipstad, Jim Pedersen, 
Rawlin Radle, Mark Reuter (Son of Rita & Ken Reuter), Joanne Riccardi  (friend of Pat 
Massey), Shane Shelton (relative of Melissa Hamilton), Orion Solu (nephew of Craig & 
Peggy Frye), Llewyn Rae Spencer (infant grandson of Gary & Char Spencer), Leslie 
Stenke, Bev Toro, Jon Volpei (Connie Morris’ son), Carol Yung, Sue Zinger.   
  

For peace and comfort: 
Charlo Stuart as she mourns the death of her husband David. 
Roy Poehler and family as they mourn Ingrid’s death. 
  

Pray for all military men and women especially:  Jacob Chiles, Andrew Geib, Daniel 
Gross, Michael Hanson, Brian Miller, Kevin Palos, Kevin Schleicher, Stephen Volpei, 
Amy Waddell, Lucas Wentlandt.  Also remember their families in your prayers. 
Please keep the nation and all those in authority in your prayers, along with front line 
healthcare workers. We will get through this together, because we never go through 
anything alone. 

FALL BLOOD DRIVE:  The Fall Blood Drive is scheduled for Saturday, September 
26, 2020, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, the Blood Mobile bus cannot be used.  Vitalant will be bringing their own 
donor chairs, and all the necessary equipment.  The employees follow strict COVID-19 
guidelines, and it is perfectly safe to donate.  If you have donated in the past, Linda 
Young will be calling you to see if you are able to participate.  If you have not donated 
in the past, please call her at 805-236-4820 to schedule your appointment.  Please 
remember that the blood supply is low during this pandemic and your donation is 
needed more than ever. 
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