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THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
May 16, 2021 

As We Gather   Where is your focus? We easily focus on the day-to-day problems we have. Hard day 
on the job? Family life is falling apart? Friends seem distant? When we focus on what is happening 
now, we can feel so very alone. Then we come to today, the Ascension, when Jesus leaves His 
disciples behind to go back to heaven. Even Jesus abandons us?! Except . . . it is not what it appears. 
The Ascension is not Jesus abandoning us. He goes to heaven, where He fills the whole universe! He 
has removed His visible presence from us, but He is still present. He is not on vacation, either. Jesus 
reigns over the entire universe for the good of His people, the Church. Shift your focus; it is not about 
what is here. Put your focus on things above, where Jesus reigns for you. 

Attention Visitors We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion this morning. This holy meal is 
intended for Christians who acknowledge their need of God’s forgiveness in their lives.  The Bible 
teaches that Christ’s body and blood are received with the elements of bread and wine and that 
Christians need to examine themselves before receiving this holy meal. (1Cor. 10 & 11).  This meal 
further expresses a unity of faith as we gather at one table to receive the assurance of God’s 
forgiveness through the body and blood of our Lord in the sacrament.  We welcome baptized 
Christians to commune with us, those who believe and confess this same faith and understanding of 
the sacrament and of the Christian life.  Persons who desire to receive grape juice select from the 
darker glasses. If you have any further questions concerning the sacrament, please ask to speak to 
the Pastor. 

Hearing aids and large print bulletins are available.  If you would like  
a hearing aid or large print bulletin please see an usher. 

1 

While He was 
blessing them, He 

withdrew from them 
and was carried up 

into heaven. 
Luke 24:51
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OPENING HYMN                 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, And be our future great reward. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! Then, throned with You forever, we 
      Shall praise Your name eternally.  Alleluia, alleluia! 
                             Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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INVOCATION and OPENING SENTENCES 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.    Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD. 
People: Who made heaven and earth.     Psalm 124:8 
Pastor: If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. Psalm 130:3-4 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God's Word and call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition.  
(Silence for reflection and self examination.) 

Pastor: O Almighty God, merciful Father, 
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord be merciful to you and grant you strength.  In 
accordance with your faith in the suffering, death and resurrection of God’s only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, all your sins have been forgiven.  In the name of the 
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 
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HYMN                                “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name” 

 

 

 

6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 
    On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 
    We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
                                                                          Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray.  
Lord Jesus, You ascended to the right hand of the Father, and there You rule 
over the whole universe for our good. Keep our focus on You, so that we 
may find peace in You alone, who lives and reigns with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
+THE WORD OF GOD+ 

FIRST LESSON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Acts 1:1–11 
   (Jesus goes to heaven, and He will return as He left.) 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until 
the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by 
many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God.4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait 
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”6 So when they 
had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed 
by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

       Reader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ephesians 1:15–23  
   (Our ascended Lord is at the right hand of God!) 
15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward 
all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of 
his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked 
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his 
feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of 
him who fills all in all. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Luke 24:44–53  

    (Jesus ascended to heaven, and His disciples responded with joy.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 
everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am 
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high.”50 And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 
blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into 
heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:    Praise to You O Christ     

HYMN OF THE DAY    “On Christ's Ascension I Now Build” 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011550. Public domain 
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MESSAGE                       

It Was A Wild Ride While It Lasted, But Is This The End Of The Line? 
Ascension Apprehension Prevention 

Acts 1:1-11 

CREED   The Second Article with Luther’s Explanation 

Pastor: I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
People: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from all 
eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who 
has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won 
me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with 
gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent 
suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His 
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all 
eternity. 

Pastor: This is most certainly true. 

OFFERING    (offering plates are located by the door) 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
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+ SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION + 

PREFACE 
Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:    We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:    It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly 
to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He might 
make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

SANCTUS  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER     

    All:     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in  heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass 

        against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  
        deliver us from evil. 

       For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the  
                   glory,  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples and 
said: Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  Drink of it, all 
of you; this is My + blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me. 

People: Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. 

AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 

(Please be seated) 
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HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION 
                     

           “Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise”

 
“Christ High-Ascended, Now in Glory Seated” 

 

 

 
 

© 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100011550. 

10 



  “At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing” 

 

 

 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

6 Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
                                                                           Public domain 
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       “O Living Bread from Heaven” 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                                       Public domain 



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE    
       

              “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” 

 

 

 

 
 
                                    Public domain 

POST COMMUNION COLLECT 
Pastor: Lord of heaven, who reigns at the right hand of the Father, we praise You for 

Your grace in giving us Your own body and blood here on earth in the 
Sacrament. As You rule in heaven, rule also in our hearts and minds that we 
may serve You, through the Father and the Spirit, who live and reign with You, 
one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: God the Father preserve you; 

our ascended ✠ Lord Jesus be gracious to you; 
the Holy Spirit give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN              “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

 

 

 

 

5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 
    Enthroned in worlds above, 
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 
    The wondrous name of Love. 
Crown Him with many crowns 
    As thrones before Him fall; 
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 
    For He is king of all. 

 
                                                                                              Public domain 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POSTLUDE 

ALTAR FLOWERS:    Given to the glory of God by Leslie Stenke in Celebration of her birthday.  
   Also by David Schmidt in celebration of his grandson, Briggs’ birthday. 

.  

ATTENDANCE:       8:00  46        9:30 26         11:00 58        Total: 130    
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THOSE WHO SERVE US TODAY May 16, 2021 

            
                     8:00am                 9:30am                 11:00am 
Elder:      Dave Schmidt    Tom & Bob Weaver   Al Bosman 
Greeters:                          Luci Pommers 
Readers:    Peggy Frye        Susan Weaver           Al Bosman 
Acolytes:   Paige Krause              Michelle Ullerick           
Ushers:     Bob Lacy               Dave Schmidt 
                  Jim DeVries               Roy Poehler 

Altar Care: Irene Hutchison  
Organist: Karen Foote 
  
  

THOSE WHO SERVE US NEXT SUNDAY May 23, 2021 
                    
                     8:00am                    9:30am                11:00am 
  

Elder:  Dave Schmidt    Tom & Bob Weaver    Al Bosman 
Greeters:                          
Readers:    Todd Harter          Stacy Hunter           Dave Schmidt 
Acolytes:   Judy Nomi       Marisa Denninger 
Ushers:     Ken Anderson     Scott Klittich 
               Glenn Benitz      Steve Rusch 
       Scott Ehlers      Mike Elbert  

Altar Care: Linda Young 
Organist:   Karen Foote 
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THIS WEEK AT PEACE  

May 16, 2021 
  

     Today:         8:00 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Communion Services  
        9:30 am Praise  Service (FH) 
        9:30 am Adult Bible Study (Coffeehouse) 
      10:42 am Adult Bible Study (Coffeehouse) 
        1:30 pm New Life Church Service   
        

    Monday:        Office closed    
  

    Tuesday:       8:30 am Men’s Bible study via zoom 
               10:00 am Women’s Bible Study (Coffee House)  
         7:00 pm  Council Meeting              

    Wednesday:10:00 am LifeLight Bible Study via zoom 
          6:00 pm High School Bible Study 
                                    10:00 am   Luther’s Attic Volunteers 

    Thursday:      9:30 am Thursday Morning Bible Study 
                          6:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal 
         7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 
    Friday:          6:00 pm Confirmation Final Exam 
   

    Saturday:    10:00 am Band Practice      

    Sunday:        8:00 am & 11:00 am Traditional Services 
         9:30 am Praise Communion Service (FH) 

9:30 am Adult Bible Study (Coffeehouse)                                                   
                       10:42 am Adult Bible Study (Coffeehouse) 
         1:30 pm New Life Church Service (FH) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF May 16, 2021 

JOIN A BIBLE STUDY:   

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY meets Tuesdays, at 10:00 a.m. with a study on the book of Revelation. 
Please contact Connie Morris (805)987-5116  for more information. 

 MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  This study on “Proverbs-God’s Gift of Wisdom”, meets via Zoom Tuesdays at 
8:30am. Call Dave Hutter (805)386-7007 to join for more information. Please pick up your copy of the 
study in the church office. 

THE LIFELIGHT BIBLE STUDY has a Zoom study on the Gospel of Mark on Wednesdays at 10 AM. 
This is a 9 week study. Please contact Diana or Blaine Wanke 805-482-7524 if you would like to join this 
study.  

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY meets @ 9:30AM in rotating homes, with a study of the 
Gospel of John. If you have any questions please call Dave Schmidt @ 805-482-3867. 

 PORTALS OF PRAYER  for April-June are now available for you to pick up either at the check-in 
table or during the church office hours. 

 PRAYER CHAIN:   If you have a prayer request please call Sandi Stepp at:         805-625-0479 or       
e-mail footstepps@verizon.net. 

THE FOOD BANK Donations for the food pantry at St. Columba’s Episcopal Church can once again be 
put in the donation box in the narthex.  All donations will be taken over to the pantry on a weekly basis. 
Shelf stable milk, cereal, canned vegetables, tuna, and peanut butter are always needed, but all non-
perishable, unexpired donations are greatly appreciated.  The pantry serves our Camarillo seniors and 
families that need a helping hand. We thank you for your continued support. Social Concerns Ministry.  

GREETERS NEEDED!: We are in need of welcome smiles with a “hi and  welcome!” (no hand 
shaking) at the door each week on a rotating basis. (Especially needed for the 8am service) You pick the 
service that you prefer to greet at. Please contact Cindy Klittich to sign up @ caklittich@gmail.com or                      
805-377-3117. 

EMPTY INK and TONER CARTRIDGES: Please don’t throw away your empties, drop them off at 
the church office for recycling. 

THE 2021 FLOWER CHART is posted on the white board as you come to the check-in station.  
Please bring a pen to sign up for the Sunday(s) of your choice. Two signups are available for each 
Sunday. The arrangements are $35.00 each, and the check or money can be placed in the offering plate. 
Please note on the check or on the envelope that it is designated for “Flowers”. Following the service,                        
you may take your arrangement home.   
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 FOR HEALTH AND HEALING:  Ashley (Sandi Stepp’s niece), Lili Baehr, Barbara (Diana 
Wanke’s sister), Brandee Brand, Terry Breckinridge, Marshall Denninger, Jordan Dye, Bill Fitch, 
Bruce Fraser, Beverly Gandy, Larry Goesch, Ken Haugrud, Helen (friend of Carol Yung), Damon 
Hermann (friend of Greg Olewiler), John Hollenbeck (friend of Eunice Harter), Vicki Hutter, Karen 
Johnson, Judy (friend of Schultze family), Jacque Hendricks(Pat Massey’s daughter in-law), Brad 
Larson, Mrs. Mai, (friend of Greg Olewiler), Ryan Scott Morrison, Gene O’Neal, Jim Pedersen, Ann 
Marie Ramirez (friend of Carol Yung), Lil Rodriguez (Luther’s Attic worker), Tim Schmidt, Shane 
Shelton (relative of Melissa Hamilton), Dale Sieber, Llewyn Rae Spencer (grandson of Gary & 
Char Spencer), Gertrude Stenke, Leslie Stenke, Ashley Stephen, Bev Toro, Justyn Varvais, Carol 
Yung and Ele Zorkocy.  

FOR PEACE AND COMFORT: 
Pray for all military men and women especially:  Jared Bautista, Jacob Chiles, Andrew Geib, 
Daniel Gross, Michael Hanson, Brian Miller, Kevin Palos, Kevin Schleicher, Stephen Volpei, Amy 
Waddell, Lucas Wentland.  

Also remember their families in your prayers.   
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